The assessment and management of congenital hearing loss requires a sophisticated, multidisciplinary approach. Rarely is this process limited to medical or surgical considerations. The expert interaction of medical consultants from a variety of disciplines, audiologists, speech-language pathologists, and educators is constantly required. This supplement provides the viewpoints of an expert panel of professionals who possess a unique perspective on the child with congenital hearing loss.
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Early identification of congenital hearing loss is essential if intervention is to be provided in time to augment optimal speech and language development. However, this goal has been elusive and the average age of identification of hearing loss remains approximately 2-1/2 years of age. The implantation of infant hearing screening programs using state-ofthe-art objective measures will hopefully streamline this process. Clinicians working in this difficult arena must possess a working knowledge of syndromic and nonsyndromic clinical entities related to congenital hearing loss.
Much has been added to the essential corpus of information by investigators working in the basic sciences who have the ability to identify substantive findings of clinical relevance . New information in the realms of craniofacial dysmorphology, inner ear embryology, histopathology of deafness , and molecular genetics has greatly enhanced our diagnostic acumen.
Once a hearing-impaired child is identified, appropriate communication intervention must be made available. This requires collaboration between the speech-language and educational professions. Innovative new approaches are constantly emerging and legislation is being developed to assist in ensuring their implementation. 
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